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W hen the C hicago chapter of the Ignatian 

Volunteer C orps began in 2001, it was 

a sm all group of 12 who volunteered as 

hospital and prison chaplains, teachers’ 

aides, and GED instructors. Today, the 

IV C  has 45 m em bers— including several 

Mundelein alum nae— who work in 38 

partner agencies across the city.

Ignatian volunteers, all aged 50 or above, 

com m it to working two days a week with 

refugee and im m igrant services, wom en 

and children services, or prison m inistry. 

“It’s a great opportunity to m ake e�ective 

use of your retirem ent years and to give back in m eaningful 

ways,” says George Sullivan (BA ’66), IV C  regional director. 

C urrent IV C  m em bers include Patricia K aye Ahern (MU N D 

’76), who works in the learning lab of St. Gregory the Great 

H igh School, 

and Marge 

McDonald 

(MU N D 

’50), who 

volunteers 

in the 

daycare 

facility 

of the H oward Area C om m unity C enter (H AC C ). Joanne 

Twom ey (MU N D ’62), a volunteer in the H AC C ’s em ploym ent 

program  for ex-o�enders, has com pleted m ore than three 

years in the program , which requires a 10-m onth com m itm ent.

“Being an IV C  m em ber has m ade the greatest im pression on 

m e of virtually anything I’ve ever done,” says Twom ey. “It 

taught m e that I should never say ‘they’ about people again—

everybody’s an individual and everybody has a story.”

Twom ey, who is well seasoned in service projects, says the 

IV C ’s spiritual com ponent “was m issing in other volunteer 

projects I’d done, and gives the program  a lot m ore im pact.” 

IV C  m em bers keep journals, gather m onthly for group 

discussion, and m eet individually with a spiritual director. 

“W e create a wonderful sense of com m unity and our 

volunteers really enjoy getting together,” says Sullivan, whose 

m any Mundelein connections include his late m other, K ay 

H eerey Sullivan (MU N D ’38) and sister, Maripat Sullivan 

H iggins (MU N D ’68).

“B eing  an IV C m em b er h as  m ad e 

th e g reates t im p res s ion on m e of 

v irtu ally  any th ing  I’v e ev er d one.”

 — J OA N N E  T WOM E Y  (M U N D  ’6 2 )

To learn more about IVC, visit 

ivcusa.org, or contact G eorge 

Sullivan at gsullivan@ ivcusa.org or 

773.975.6871.

F rom  top , M u n d elein  a lu m n a e P a tri-

cia  K a y e A h ern  ( w ith  s tu d en t Don n y  

P h a m ) , M a rg e M cDon a ld  ( w ith  

y ou n g  d a y ca re p a rticip a n t) , a n d  

Joa n n e T w om ey  a re v a lu ed  m em b ers  

of th e I g n a tia n  V olu n teer C orp s .


