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These fundamental duties can be summarized this way: basic justice demands the  
establishment of minimum levels of participation in the life of the human community 
for all persons. The ultimate injustice is for a person or group to be treated actively or 
abandoned passively as if they were nonmembers of the human race. To treat people 
this way is effectively to say they simply do not count as human beings.
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 —	Economic	Justice	for	All,	#77”

“

Dear friends of IVC,
I drove into the office under heavy snowflakes this morning and now the sun is streaming through my 
window. Ah, springtime in Missouri! I love how each day holds surprises in store. And hope for dinners 
on the patio and long evening walks. Fitting as we observe Lent and look forward to celebrating Easter, 
isn’t it?

Spring is also the time we begin to think about our next IVC term, September 2011 through June 2012. 
The IVC Advisory Council has been busy getting the word out to potential volunteers and agencies 
throughout the St. Louis area. I’d like to thank the members of the Advisory Council for their “behind the 
scenes” work to sustain and grow the corps. Read on to learn more about upcoming IVC information  
sessions to be held later this spring.

As many of you know, this year also finds me coordinating the 5th triennial Ignatian Spirituality  
Conference to be held July 21-24 at Saint Louis University. Conference planning is a job of many details! 
Knowing the Advisory Council is ready and willing to step in and pick up any slack left by my juggling two 
roles is invaluable. To learn more about the Ignatian Spirituality Conference, go to www.ignatianspirit.org. 
The website has lots of information on keynote speakers, workshop presenters, Ignatian-inspired  
program sessions as well as a link to our on-line registration pages. 

A busy, grace-filled year will be capped off by a two-night retreat at The White House Retreat. We are 
blessed this year that Fr. Jim Voiss, SJ has agreed to lead the retreat. Fr. Jim has been joining us for some 
of our monthly meetings in anticipation of the retreat. Welcome to IVC, Fr. Jim!

As we look to wrapping up this year and moving into a new year with IVC I am struck again by the power 
of gathering together in prayer. I would ask you to join us in that prayer as we build this community of 
service in St. Louis. Please pray for our volunteers, for the staff and clients of our partner agencies, for 
our spiritual reflectors and advisory council members. It is a bold wish we have that together we may  
transform the world!

Blessings,
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anne Osdieck has always been involved with her parish, particularly in 
the area of outreach. When she recently retired after 34 years of classroom 
teaching, Anne felt free to devote more time to working with the poor. But 
she didn’t want to embark on her journey of service alone. Anne was looking 
for prayer and community to support her in whatever work she was called to 
do. The Ignatian Volunteer Corps has provided that and more for Anne dur-
ing the past year. “Being able to look at my service through the spiritual lens 
enriches the experience,” Anne told me in a recent conversation. “And I know 
I would miss that if I wasn’t a part of this larger community of service.”

Anne hangs her hat at the College Church Outreach program on Tuesday 
and Wednesday mornings helping people get birth certificates and Missouri 
identifications. Many are ex-offenders, some are homeless; Often they need 
referrals to other agencies for various social services. “An employer won’t even 
talk to you without a birth certificate,” notes Anne.  When she hears people 
comment that these folks just need to get out there and work she realizes how 
often we make assumptions about life. “If I didn’t work with the poor directly, 
there would be so much I didn’t understand.”

A favorite quote of Anne’s was spoken at a recent presentation by Fr. Cyprian 
Consiglio. “When self is forgotten, God is remembered.” Anne has experienced 
that herself and seen it in others she volunteers with at College Church, both 
in the outreach program and in the Xavier Winter Inn.  Xavier Winter Inn is 
part of a collaboration between several congregations which provide over-
flow emergency shelter during the coldest winter months. Anne, along with 
the team of people who spearheaded the project, wondered how they were 
going to get this off the ground. “It was Grace, pure and simple,” Anne told 
me. “The volunteers came out of the woodwork!”

Watching the volunteers play dominos with the guests or eat a simple morning 
meal together, Anne understands better than ever how the “self” falls into 
the background when one is caring for the poor. It is an experience of  
human beings caring for one another, no matter their circumstances in life. 
Anne smiles when she recalls that walking into the shelter she often can’t 
tell who is a guest and who is a volunteer. It is just a group of people staying 
warm together on a cold winter night.

At a recent IVC meeting, Anne arrived late looking tired and a bit frazzled. 
“Sorry,” she told us. “I was up until 2 a.m. working on the volunteer schedule 
for the shelter so I had a hard time getting going this morning.” But she came 
anyway. She came to pray and reflect and share a good laugh or two with the 
community. And when she goes back out to serve, Anne takes the spirit of the 
IVC community with her.

Reaching	Out:	A Volunteer Story 

Top: Anne volunteering at the College 
Church Outreach Program Middle: 
Anne and JVC member, Gabby Alexander 
at the Outreach program Bottom: Anne 
accepting her gift  from the Provincial at 
the Celebration of Ignatian Service event 
in January.
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Are you retired? Semi-retired? 
Ready to “give back”?
The Ignatian Volunteer Corps, St. Louis, may be just what 
you have been looking for!

Plan to attend an information meeting if you are interested in.....
Volunteering two days a week at an agency serving the needs of the poor

Gathering monthly with other Ignatian volunteers to reflect on your service in light of the Gospel

Meeting one-on-one each month with a spiritual mentor 

Growing personally, professionally, spiritually

Information meeting will be held at the Jesuit province offices at 4511 West Pine 
Boulevard on Wednesday, April 27th from 4:00 to 5:30pm OR Tuesday, May 3rd 
from 10:00 to 11:30am.

Call Mary Haggerty at 314-361-7765 to register 
or email ivcdirector@jesuits-mis.org St. Louis
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Noteworthy
No one may claim the name of Christian and be comfortable in the face 
of hunger, homelessness, insecurity, and injustice found in this country 
and the world.  
         — Economic Justice for All, #27”“

Ignatian Volunteer Corps – It’s the experience of a lifetime!
Please pass the information below to friends and loved ones who might be  
interested in learning more about IVC, St. Louis.


